
James H. "Jim" Hope III
April 9, 1948 - March 18, 2026

James H. “Jim” Hope III, 77, passed away on March 18, 2026. Born on April 9,
1948, Jim was a lifelong resident of Butte, Montana, a place he deeply loved
and proudly called home. Jim attended Emerson Elementary, East Junior High
and 1966 graduate of Butte High School. He continued on to college at
Montana State , then transferred to Western Montana College earning a
degree in education. 

 

He was preceded in death by his parents, James H. Hope II and Bernice A.
Hancock Hope. 

Jim dedicated 43 years to the Butte School District as a teacher, coach, and
administrator. He began his career as a Health and Physical Education
teacher at West Junior High and Butte High School before moving into
administration. His impact, however, reached far beyond the classroom. 

 

A passionate and accomplished coach, Jim led and mentored countless
student-athletes in basketball, volleyball, and softball. He was especially
proud to be the first high school girls’ softball coach in Butte, beginning in
1991. In just 5 years, his teams captured three state championships—two of
which included his daughter, Jennifer. He was also part of the Butte High
School volleyball coaching staff that won the 1994 state championship, with
his daughter Jami on that team. 



While his coaching accomplishments were many, Jim’s greatest pride was
coaching and supporting his daughters, Jami and Jennifer, throughout their
athletic journeys from elementary school through high school. He was beyond
proud when both his daughters went on to play volleyball in college and
followed in his footsteps into education. 

Jim married his wife, Toni, in 1994, and together they built a life centered
around family, love, and support. 

 

He is survived by his wife Toni, daughters, Jami (Jim Bob) Humphrey and
Jennifer Hope which he shared with his former spouse Joni. His stepchildren,
Rio (Marcy) Vetter, Rody (Crissy) Vetter, and Riley (Jackie) Vetter. He leaves
behind his beloved grandchildren Jake, Drew, Lane, Lyvia, Christian, Gavin,
Aspynn, Azalia and Sequoia. 

 

Jim shared a special and lasting bond with his sister, Lindia Hope Stanton,
and her husband, Bill. He is also survived by nephew Shawn Stanton, niece
Deann(Dan) Rutherford and other extended family members. 

He loved his pets, found joy in woodworking, and had a deep appreciation for
sports, especially watching games and NASCAR. In retirement, he embraced
his love for his hometown in new ways, working as a tour guide at Headframe
Spirits Distillery and performing in five productions at the Orphan Girl Theatre
and Anaconda Ensemble. 

 

Above all, Jim’s greatest joy was his grandchildren. He loved them fiercely
and showed up—quietly and steadily—for every game, competition, and
performance. His presence was constant, his support unwavering, and his
pride immeasurable. Jim will be remembered as a loving husband, father,
grandfather, brother, coach, and friend—steady, humble, and deeply devoted



to his family and community. 
 

A private family service will be held on Friday, April 3rd at Wayrynen Richards
Funeral Home. Friends and community members are invited to join the family
for a gathering of Jim’s life and legacy at the Butte Depot at 1:00 p.m. 

 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to support Jim’s
legacy. Donations can be sent via Hope Legacy Venmo Jim-Hope-2, through
the families memorial account at Wells Fargo or send to 5 McKinley Ave.
Butte, MT.



Cemetery Details

Mount Moriah Cemetery

2415 S. Montana Street
Butte, MT 59701

Previous Events

Celebration of Life

APR 3. 1:00 PM (MT)

Butte Depot
818 S. Arizona
Butte, MT 59701
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April 02 at 12:33 AM

Heavenly Grace Spray was purchased for the
family of James H. "Jim" Hope III.

April 02 at 12:33 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of James H. "Jim" Hope III.

Keith Miller - March 27 at 02:08 AM

One of my all time favorite teachers (West, 1982) and mentors! God
bless you, Jim. You and your family are in my thoughts and prayers.

Jeff Miller - March 25 at 10:30 PM

Sincere sympathy to all of Jim’s family. Jim was an outstanding
educator, coach, administrator and man. Rest in Peace Mr. Hope.

Butch Ryan - March 25 at 01:36 PM

You were one of the best men I ever have met Jim. You would walk
beside me and listen to my ramblings with patience and
understanding and even caught on to my weird attempts at humor.
You’ll always have a special place in my heart and I’ll miss you. So
sorry that Toni has to go on without you. So long amigo.

https://www.wayrynen-richards.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1393&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wayrynen-richards.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1393&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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deann rutherford - March 24 at 08:11 PM

I love you Jimmer you were the best uncle I could ask for. I could
always come to you with any thing thank you. Love Boo Boo.

Joe Williams - March 24 at 05:56 PM

Jim Hope was a great teacher and an even better human being. I
loved having him as an instructor at West Junior High. He helped
guide me through those awkward "tween" years and helped me gain
a real sense of self confidence. Thank you Jim, for sharing your
time and your wisdom. 50 some-odd years later, and I haven't
forgotten your kindness.

Emily Rosenvold - March 24 at 04:29 PM

Jeni and Jami - reading these beautiful words is bittersweet. I love
learning more about your dad, but am heartbroken for your
enormous loss. Honored to have known him & am thinking of you
constantly. Love and prayers! EmDod

Wayrynen-Richards Funeral Home - March 23 at 05:26 PM

5 files added to the album Memories Album


