Margaret Ella Sikonia

February 25, 1921 - June 28, 2016

Margaret E. Sikonia passed away Tuesday, June 28, 2016 in a local hospital.
She was born February 25, 1921 in Miles City, Montana to John W. and Ella
M. (Foreman) Swartz. They lived at Fort Keogh where her father was the
station manager. Subsequent positions managing ranches at Willow Creek,
Dell and Goldberg, Idaho, found Margaret in very rural and sometimes
primitive conditions. She attended "one-room" schools and was an excellent
student, being double-promoted by the eighth grade. She spent her first two
years of high school in Dillon then moved to Butte High School. Her
graduation at the age of 16 was marred by the funeral of her father on the
same day.

Margaret attended the Butte Business College and began work as a secretary
and bookkeeper at Consolidated Freightways in 1938. Frank Sikonia was a
foreman there and they were married on December 14, 1940. Margaret was a
stay-at-home mother and raised her three children while handling the affairs of
small businesses that they operated. She was a life-long member of the
Methodist Church and very active in women's groups. She loved music,
played piano and organ and encouraged her children's music education. Later
in life she returned to work as a bookkeeper at the Silver Bow General
Hospital and the Crest Nursing Home. Margaret's retirement years included
many volunteer activities and travel. She was blessed with excellent health
through her 95th birthday.

Margaret was preceded in death by her husband Frank on August 22, 1992,



her brother, John W. Swartz on June 1, 2010 and two grandchildren,
Kimberley and Jessica Matthiesen. Survivors include her sons and daughters-
in-law, Bob and Mary Sikonia of Manhattan Beach, CA and Jack and Donna
Sikonia of Bend, OR, her daughter and son-in-law, Karen and Ken Matthiesen
of Plains, MT, grandchildren: Molly Sikonia, Heidi Walsh, Kathleen Dyer, Justin
Sikonia, lan Sikonia, Cynthia Plasters, Dianna Sanchez, Anna Hirsch and
Nancy Hall. Also surviving are twelve great-grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, memorials in memory of Margaret may be made to the
United Methodist Committee of Relief (UMCOR).



Cemetery Details

Sunset Memorial Park

16 miles west of Butte
Butte, MT 59701
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Service

JUL 8. 11:00 AM (MT)

Aldersgate United Methodist Church
1621 Thorton

Butte, MT 59701
aldersgate@bresnan.net
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Tribute Wall

My Grammy was the kindest woman | have ever known. | was
Blessed to have had the opportunity to spend a lot of time with her
over the years. She had such a positive attitude about any situation.
She always reminded me that there is no need to worry about
anything because God always takes care of us if we believe. She
always had faith in me no matter what. Many times every day | still
think "I can't wait to tell Grammy about .....," and then | remember |
can't. | know she is still watching over me and saying, "That's just
wonderful, Di." | miss you so much Grammy. | love you!

Dianna Sanchez - July 29, 2016 at 03:55 AM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Margaret Ella Sikonia.
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Natasha Sikonia - July 05, 2016 at 09:31 PM
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